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Installation Instructions for Power Drive Equipped Extendobed 

 
If your Extendobed is equipped with a Power Drive System, extra care must be taken during the 
installation process, both to protect the equipment, and for the safety of those doing the install. 
 
The Extendobed is shipped with the Power Drive completely installed, with the exception of the 
attachment of the Energy Chain, and the final run of the power lines to the Anchor Frame 
Actuator, and the to the vehicle battery or other power source used to power the drive system. 
 
It will be necessary to access the truck bed area behind the Extendobed, with the Extendobed in 
the vehicle and partially extended to expose the anchor points located at the back of the Anchor 
Frame.  If access is available, either through side windows, along the side of the Extendobed, or 
with the cap or top of the body cover removed, installation will be much easier.  These first 
instructions will assume this situation. 
 
The wiring harness will be coiled up and tied to the end of the Cargo Frame Actuator.  The 
wiring will contain two sets of wires.  The smaller 16 gauge wire will run to the Anchor Frame 
Actuator, but should not be connected until the Energy Chain has been installed, through which 
the wiring is run.  The heavier 10 gauge wire connects to the power source, and will need to be 
attached to a 12 volt battery to complete the installation.  Note that the terminals on the 16 
gauge wire will be taped off so the Cargo Frame Actuator can be operated for the installation 
procedure. 
 
First attach the Energy Chain to the underside of the Extendobed Platform and extend it to the 
handle end of the unit.  Uncoil the Power Drive wiring harness from the end of the Cargo Frame 
Actuator, and run the wiring through the Energy Chain.  Place the Extendobed in the bed of the 
truck, and position the bed by sliding into place.  Care must be taken to protect the actuators 
and the Energy Chain during fork lift or other equipment handling. Attach the Power Lead to a 
battery source.  Operate the power switch on the face of the Extendobed and back the 
Extendobed out of the vehicle just far enough, (approximately 2 to 3 feet) to access the anchor 
points of the cargo frame, to drill and anchor the Extendobed to the truck, per the standard 
installation instructions included with your Extendobed.  Without the Anchor Frame actuator 
attached to the power source, only the Cargo Frame will move, but this is all that is necessary at 
this point. After the back of the Extendobed (mounts to the end closest to the cab) has been 
anchored and the anchor plates installed, the Energy Chain can be coiled under the 
Extendobed and run to the front of the truck bed.  Do not anchor the Energy Chain yet.  But run 
the 16 gauge wire to the front of the truck bed, and back to the Anchor Frame Actuator, either 
through the access hole in the Anchor Frame cross piece, or under it.   
Drill a 5/8" hole in the floor of the truck bed, or through the end panel and insert the rubber 
grommet included.   The wiring can then be run to the power source.   
 
Close the Extendobed by activating the power drive and complete the installation of the 
Extendobed by drilling and placing the anchor bolts as per the instructions.  
 
If access to the back bed of the truck with the Extendobed in place is not possible, follow these 
instructions: 
 



First, remove the Lock Clip from the Extendobed lock handle, shown on page 5, but do not open 
the Extendobed.   With the lock handle of the Extendobed now operational, the actuators can be 
disconnected from the transfer section of the Extendobed (From part #1 on page 3 and part #3 
on page 4).  Attach the Energy Chain, run the wiring harness through the chain, per the 
instructions on page ___ and place the Extendobed in the truck bed.   Use adequate man power 
and or equipment to protect the Extendobed and to ensure the safety of the installers. Again, 
care must be taken to protect the actuators and the Energy Chain. 
 
Once the Extendobed is located per the standard installation instructions, drill and bolt the end 
of the Extendobed at the tail gate end, per the standard instructions.  The unit can now be 
extended to allow access behind the Extendobed and the back of the truck. However,  Note 
that the handle end of the Extendobed must be supported, either by manpower or by 
equipment, until the unit can be anchored to the truck at the front of the truck bed right 
behind the cab.   
 
It is recommended that the Anchor Frame Actuator be completely removed and laid freely in the 
anchor frame area in the truck bed, before trying to close the unit, since it will be difficult to line 
the pivot end of the Actuator into the pivot bracket when closing the unit to set location. 
 
After the Extendobed has been extended to allow man access into the truck, close the 
Extendobed enough to take the load of the manpower.  Drill and anchor the back of the 
Extendobed Anchor Frame, per the instructions.  Place the Energy Chain in the vehicle, and run 
the power to the battery power source on the vehicle, as per the instructions on page ____.  Do 
not run the power to the Anchor Frame Actuator at this time. 
 
With the Extendobed fully extended, and the power source connected (to the Cargo Frame 
Actuator only) activate the actuator and reattach the Cargo Frame Actuator to the Pivot Bracket, 
part 3 on page 4. Once the actuator is connected, reinstall the lock clip on the Cargo Frame 
(Part #5, detail #6, page 5).  
 
Move back into the truck bed and reattach the Anchor Frame Actuator to the trunion bracket, 
part #2 on page 4.  Hook the power line up from the Energy Chain, by running the power cord to 
the end of the truck bed and back to the actuator, either going through the access hole in the 
Anchor Frame cross piece, or under it, in a bed rib.  Aim the actuator through the Anchor Frame 
cut out, (detail #1, page 3) and connect back to the pivot bracket, part 1, page 3.  Use care, 
since the actuator can thrust up to 750#.   (Is the turning of the actuator sleeve going to create 
an adjustment problem when reconnecting the actuators???) 
 
Note: the Actuators can be fine adjusted by removing the bolts from the pivot brackets and 
turning the actuators by hand, either in or out, if necessary. 
 
 
 
  


